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Mayor Ryff called the February 6th, 2017 regular council meeting to order at 

7:00pm and led the council in the pledge of alliance. Mayor Larry Ryff asks for 

roll call, it showed the following present: Jared Morgan, Carol Lauxman, 

Gordon Hunnicutt, David Wendt, and David VanHook. 

Jared Morgan made a motion to dispense with reading the previous meeting 

minutes and approve the way they were written. Gordon Hunnicutt seconded 

the motion. The motion carried 5-0.  

Appropriation Ordinance: The Council reviewed the Ordinance #1067 Jared 

Morgan moved to approve the Appropriation Ordinance and Gordon Hunnicutt 

seconded the motion and the motion passed 5-0. 

Financial Statement:  Heather said nothing real exciting going on with the 

exception of getting some of the City's tax money in. She said she did get the 

date on the Water Fund CD. Then she explained that she was planning on 

coming in to help me with putting the numbers in for the budget. Carol 

Lauxman motioned to approve the financial statement David Wendt seconded 

the motion and the motion passed 5-0. 

Police Report: Deputy Longbine handed out the report and asked if there were 

any questions. He said that there had been 12 calls with 66.75 total hours. The 

deputy explained some of the incidents on the report and how to read the 

report. He then asked if there were any other questions, there were none and 

the deputy left. 

Visitors: No visitors 

New Business: Mayor Ryff explained that first was a building permit submitted 

by Gerald Dittman. Jared Morgan moved to approve the building permit and 

Carol Lauxman second the motion and the motion carried 5-0. Next under new 

business was the 4 way flashing light. Mayor Ryff explained that the light had 

been hit by an oversized semi load. He said that he had called the trucking 

company and visited with a guy out of hays and had been waiting on getting 

the cost to replace the light. He said he intends to bill the trucking company for 

the replacement of the light and had an incident report wrote up by a Sheriff's 

Deputy. The Mayor said that it was up to the Council if they wanted to replace 

the light. The Council all agreed they wanted the light replaced. Mayor Ryff said 

I needed to send an email to the trucking company with the price of the light 

plus freight and labor. Next Jared  Morgan explained that the Hope Alumni was 

wanting to close 2nd Ave West of Main St to the alley to have a street dance on 

Saturday night and Friday they are planning a burning of the dummy kind of a 
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nostalgic blast to the past. Jared was just asking for permission to close that 

section of street over the Memorial Day weekend. Carol Lauxman made a 

motion to approve to close the street and Jared Morgan seconded the motion 

and it passed 5-0. 

Old Business: Mayor Ryff explained that the old business was a letter we had 

received from commerce to let us know that we had not received the CDBG 

grant that we had applied for last fall. Jared Morgan went on to explain that he 

felt like we had gotten good feedback on things that we needed to improve 

upon. Jared said that we had scheduled a meeting with Thaniel from BG 

Consultants and Nichole with NCRPC on the 21st of February to go over the 

information that we received so we could get things put together better. Jared 

said that we would have one more opportunity to get the CDBG grant. Mayor 

Ryff went on to say that if we do not receive the grant this time that we would 

not be able to apply again for a grant for three years. Jared explained that the 

USDA Rural Development loan is good for the next five years. Jared said one 

thing he would like to see taken care of is the pipes out at the pump house he 

said that they needed to be cleaned and repainted. That was one thing on the 

feedback that he feels like we should work on. There were several things that 

could be improved and that is what the meeting is on the 21st of the month is 

for. Jared said he thought the more people that can attend the meeting the 

better.  

Standing and Special Meeting Report: Carol Lauxman wanted to get a Cemetery 

Committee Meeting. The meeting is scheduled for February 15th, 2017 at 

7:00pm. 

Mayor Discussion: The Mayor said the issue out at the pump house is under 

control. Bob Bloom came out and pulled the sensor cables out and cleaned 

them, put them back in and everything is working like it should. Carol 

Lauxman motion to go into executive session at 7:35 and Gordon Hunnicutt 

the motion carried 5-0. Carol Lauxman motioned at 8:05 to come out of 

executive session Gordon Hunnicutt seconded the motion and it carried 5-0. 

Jared Morgan said that the council had Billy's first wage review and Jared 

made a motion to increase Billy's wage a dollar an hour Carol Lauxman 

seconded the motion and the motion carried 5-0. Mayor Ryff said the other 

topic had been put on the table.  

Maintenance Report: Billy explained that there had been a problem out at the 

clear well and he had taken some pictures to show the Council what the 

problem was. Billy said they were able to clean the sensors probes instead of 
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having to replace them. He said that Bob Bloom explained if Billy did yearly 

maintenance on them that they should be good for 4-5 more years. Billy show 

the lime build up in the pictures. He said that Bob Bloom thought that the 

system was roughly 30 years old and this was the first time it had been 

thoroughly been cleaned. The Mayor asked if Billy if he had flushed any of the 

lines and Billy explained that he had flushed all of them.  

Clerks Report: I went on Amazon and looked up the items that the Council had 

approve for Billy and order the items. I spoke to Brad Anderson with K-Dot 

about the 4-way light and he had to contact his engineers to get the contact 

information for the resource they use to replace that type of light. Jared 

Morgan asked me to find out what it would take to put a crosswalk on 1st 

Avenue across Main Street. Brad explained to me that there would need to be a 

request for a new crosswalk and it would need to be approved with the 

Department of Transportation in Topeka. It then would have to meet all the 

new ADA current standards. I received the letter explaining that we had not 

received the CDBG grant and set up a meeting scheduled for February 21st, 

2017 at 1:30pm with NCRPC and BG Consultants. I also worked on entering 

budget information into Sequoyah and spoke to them as well about a report to 

help us keep track of the budgeted items. I requested to attend a City Clerk 

Fundamentals class as well as an Excel seminar. Carol Lauxman made a 

motion for me to attend both the Clerks Fundamentals class and the Microsoft 

Excel seminar Gordon Hunnicutt seconded the motion and the motion carried 

4-0. 

David Wendt made a motion to adjourn and Carol Lauxman seconded the 

motion and the motion passed 5-0. 

 

 

__________________________Larry Ryff, Mayor 

 

Attest: 

 

__________________________Joni Rikard, Clerk    

 


