‘ Hope City Council Meeting August 14th, 2025

Mayor Fred French started the August 14th, 2025, regular council meeting at
6:00pm and led the council in the pledge of allegiance.

The Mayor asked me to do roll call, it showed the following present: Ginger
Stewart, Randy Walker and Chris Border. Daniel Schwindt and Robin Moniz
were absent.

Previous Meeting Minutes: Mayor French said the next item of business is the
minutes from the previous meeting. Ginger Stewart made a motion to approve the
previous minutes for July 9", 2025. Randy Walker seconded the motion, and the
motion passed 3-0.

Appropriation Ordinance: The Mayor said next is appropriation ordinance #1167.
Ginger Stewart made a motion to approve appropriation ordinance #1167, Randy
Walker seconded the motion. The motion carried 3-0.

Treasurers Report: Mayor French said next was the financial statement. He asked if
we were starting to gain at all in the sewer fund. There was a conversation about
the sewer fund. We agreed to continue to watch it to see if things would turn
around. Ginger made a motion to approve the financial statement from July 1% to
July 31%, 2025. Randy Walker seconded the motion, and the motion passed 3-0.

New Business: Mayor French said that Ginger Stewart and Randy Walker had
been here the night before and heard Danielle Andrew’s request for the fall festival
and Chris Border is a member of the Fall Festival. Danielle asked for the same
streets to be closed as last year and explained that the tent would be put up on
Wednesday before the festival. She also requested to use the Ladies Lounge for the
face painting by Tiara. Danielle said anybody that wants to come set-up bright and
early Saturday morning is welcome and will not be turned away! Chris Border
made a motion to approve the closure of the streets in preparation of the Heritage
Festival. Ginger Stewart seconded the motion, and the motion passed 3-0. The
Mayor said in everyone’s notebooks, Robin printed out information for a League
Conference for the Council. The mayor said he thought it was a great idea to
educate themselves but there is an election coming up in three months so we could
have three different people on the council in three months. Randy Walker made a
motion to table the topic until after the November 4™, 2025, election. A
conversation took place between the Mayor and Council. Ginger Stewart seconded
the motion. Chris Border abstained. The motion passed 3-0. The Mayor said next is
my annual evaluation. The Mayor said has it been ten years, | replied that it has
been ten years since | started working for the city. Ginger Stewart made a motion
to go into executive session to discuss the annual evaluation of Joni Rikard, Randy
Walker seconded the motion. The motion passed 3-0. Ginger Stewart made a
motion to come out of executive session, Chris Border seconded the motion. The
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motion carried 3-0. Randy Walker made a motion to increase my pay $1.50 and
give me two additional PTO days. Ginger Stewart seconded the motion, and it
passed 3-0. | thanked everyone for the increase and the additional 2-PTO days.

Old Business: | said Pat was going to come to talk about old business, but he was
not able to be here. I explained that we had our water inspection from KDHE. They
come and inspect all the paperwork that we have as well as look at the tower and
pumphouse. Fred, Pat, Johnny and I all attended the inspection. I think we did well,
we did have one deficiency and that was that we did not have a valve exercise
program in place. Since the inspection, Pat has numbered all the valves on the map
and is planning to split the City into thirds like Marsha with KDHE suggested.
Mayor French said that he thought it seemed like things went well.

Clerk’s Update: I emailed Jennifer Gaytan (County Clerk) the city’s notice of
revenue rate intent. Called Bayer Construction about getting materials to patch the
potholes in town. Then I called Ben Smith trucking about hauling asphalt from
Kansas Falls quarry. Made sure it would be available for Ben and called him back
to confirm that it would be ready the next day. I received an email from Janelle
Dockendorf (County Administrator) about the city having the county do a chip and
seal for us. She explained that Martin Tannahill asked her to contact us to make
sure we had the chip rock and to get the measurements needed to figure out how
much oil would be needed to do it. I told Janelle that when they were down last
year that I thought that Martin had ordered the chip rock. She checked with Martin,
and he had not ordered the chip rock. So, I called Bayer Construction back to see if
they had any chip rock available. Luckly, they did, so I called Ben Smith to see if
he could haul the chip rock for us. I called Johnny and let him know that he would
need a place for 400 tons of chip rock. KDHE called to schedule our inspection.
We scheduled it for Monday July 21%. I pulled out all the required paperwork for
them to review. We had the inspection and received the report from KDHE. We had
one deficiency, and it was because there was no valve exercise program. I called
and talked to Salina Waste Systems about getting a rough idea of the cost and they
explained that they would need an RFP to put a quote together. Emailed Kim
Maguire with Abilene Reflector our notice of RNR and Budget 2026 to be
published. Then I asked what the council thought about Salina Waste. There was a
conversation about Salina Waste, no action was taken.

Mayor’s Discussion: Mayor French said that he had gotten several compliments
saying how good the City looks. He said hardly a week goes by that he doesn’t get
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calls about how nice the cemetery look and how nice the city park looks too! He
said that he had gotten a call today to say how good the streets looked and how
appreciative they were doing the streets and that we are fixing the streets properly
with the equipment we have. So, that is a good thing! The Mayor said it is good to
hear from the community. He said that it sure would be nice, He said he knew the
last meeting things got alittle grumpy, if we could all, him included working alittle
more together. He said we are friends, we are neighbors we should get along.

Chris Border made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Ginger Stewart seconded the
motion, the motion carried 3-0.

Fred French, Mayor

Attested:

Joni Rikard, City Clerk




