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Mayor Fred French started the December 11th, 2024, regular council meeting at 
6:00pm and led the council in the pledge of allegiance. 

The Mayor asked me to do roll call, it showed the following present: Ginger 
Stewart, Randy Walker and Chris Border. Daniel Schwindt and Robin Moniz 
were absent. 

Previous Meeting Minutes: Mayor French said the next item of business is the 
minutes from the previous meeting. Chris Border made a motion to approve the 
previous minutes. Randy Walker seconded the motion, and the motion passed 3-
0. 

Appropriation Ordinance: The Mayor said next is appropriation ordinance #1159. 
Ginger Stewart made a motion to approve appropriation ordinance #1159, Randy 
Walker seconded the motion. The motion carried 3-0. 

Treasurers Report: Mayor French said next is the financial report. I explained that 
Heather was still at school when I texted her to remind her of the meeting. Heather 
said she didn’t think she would make it. I noticed that there is a negative amount in 
the sewer fund, I said that I would make an adjustment to fix that. Ginger Stewart 
made a motion to approve the financial statement for November 1st – November 
30th, 2024, Chris Border seconded the motion. The motion passed 3-0. 

Mayor French said for visitors we have his grandson Parker Heitman and his 
girlfriend Rylee Sholtz. He said they were here to see how things work at the city 
meetings, for school type credit.  

New Business: The Mayor said next under new business, is the Fire District #2 
2025 contract agreement. Ginger Stewart made a motion to approve the agreement 
contract between the City of Hope and Dickinson County Fire District #2. Randy 
Walker seconded the motion, and the motion carried 3-0. Mayor French said next 
is the Franchise Fee for Evergy. There was a conversation between the Mayor and 
Council. Ginger Stewart made a motion to approve Ordinance #485, Chris Border 
seconded the motion. The motion passed 3-0. The Mayor said that some of the 
council had talked to him about bringing up a two hour parking limit on Main 
street to discuss at the meeting tonight. He said it would only be a discussion 
tonight and that I would gather some information for the next meetings if there 
was interest in a parking limit. There was a conversation about the subject. The 
Council decided to have me do some research on the topic. 

Mayor’s Discussion: Mayor French said that with Christmas coming up, he talked 
to Me and Johnny, and we do this every year. So, after he talked to both of us, and  
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We both said we would take a PTO day instead of a ham. Ginger Stewart made a 
motion to approve giving our two employees Joni Rikard and Johnny Bain a paid 
time-off day in lew of a delicious Christmas ham. Chris Border seconded the 
motion. The motion passed 3-0.  

Clerks Update: Called Neetsey Florea to let her know that the Council had 
approved their building permits for the fence and hoop-house. Then I called 
Rebecca Longnecker to let her know the Council had approved her building permit 
to add the bathroom onto her new shed. Went to the bank and did the paperwork 
for the two CD’s that the council voted to move into a 7-month special CD. Called 
the co-op and talked to Doug to let him know that the Council decided they would 
like to buy the used tank and trailer that they had available. Doug said that they 
would put it on the monthly bill and would deliver it to the maintenance lot. 
Talked to Fred and Johnny about the heater in the Northside of the building. Fred 
asked me to call KVK. I called KVK, they happened to be in town so, they came 
and looked at the heater. They lit it and tested it three times and they said it seemed 
to be working fine. I asked if they could put a quote together on what it would cost 
to replace it. I emailed James Holland about starting the condemnation 
proceedings for the dilapidated building next to the garage on our new property. 
He replied by email that he would contact me when he was back in town. I noticed 
that the noon whistle was not going off, I asked Johnny to check to see if maybe 
the breaker had flipped off again. He checked the breaker and said the breaker 
would not hold. Then I talked with Fred about it, and he told me to get ahold of 
Chad Lorson and see if he could come by and check it. Chad came by and checked 
it and found out that it was possibly the motor on the siren. Chad made 
arrangements to borrow the co-op’s telehandler to help with bringing the siren 
down so he could find out what was going on with it. 

Mayor French said that he was talking with Donnie Hostetter last week and he 
mentioned that he would like to make a donation to the city to help take down the 
house that we are currently working on. I explained that Donnie had come in and 
talked to me too. Donnie said that he had talked to the Hope endowment. The 
Mayor explained the Donnie said that he had a ten thousand dollar grant that he 
wanted to give the city to help take down the house at 114 E 2nd Avenue. I 
mentioned that I had received another phone call from a couple that is interested in 
the details of how the free lots work here in town. They said that they really liked 
the Hope area and wanted to find out how it would work. Mayor French said that 
they actually started tearing the trailer down on 2nd avenue today and he knew that 
the trailer was setting on blocks. He said that if Donnie was interested in the frame 
and wanted to haul it away, he would let him do it. He said that way it wouldn’t  
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cost the city anything to get rid of it. He said as far as the house next door that he 
was planning on going through the house to make sure there were no propane 
bottles or anything it there that could blow-up while we are taking it down. 

Chris Border invited everyone to come downtown for the Christmas tree lighting 
on the 14th during the extravaganza and hopefully start a new tradition. 

Randy Walker made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Ginger Stewart seconded the 
motion. The motion passed 3-0. 

 

 

 

 

 

_______________________Fred French, Mayor 

 

 

Attested: 

 

_______________________Joni Rikard, Clerk 


