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Mayor Fred French started the January 10th, 2025, regular council meeting at 
6:00pm and led the council in the pledge of allegiance. 

The Mayor asked me to do roll call, it showed the following present: Daniel 
Schwindt, Robin Moniz, Ginger Stewart, Randy Walker and Chris Border.  

Previous Meeting Minutes: Mayor French said the next item of business is the 
minutes from the previous meeting. Daniel Schwindt made a motion to approve 
the previous minutes for December 11th, 2024. Robin Moniz seconded the 
motion, and the motion passed 4-0. 

Appropriation Ordinance: The Mayor said next is appropriation ordinance #1160. 
Daniel Schwindt made a motion to approve appropriation ordinance #1160, Robin 
Moniz seconded the motion. The motion carried 5-0. 

Treasurers Report: Mayor French said that there was not a treasures report because 
Heather’s Son had an accident related to the snow and ice.  

New Business: Mayor French said he didn’t know if everyone was aware that 
Donnie Hostetter gave the city a grant of $10,000.00 to specifically help with the 
demolition of the house at 114 E 2nd Avenue. He explained that Zachary Feist gave 
us an estimate for demolition of the house, tearing out the foundation and dirt 
work. There was a conversation between the Mayor and Council. Randy Walker 
made a motion to approve the estimate for the demolition. Ginger Stewart 
seconded the motion, and it passed 5-0. Mayor French said next under new 
business is a building permit from Leroy O’Bray. The Council and Mayor 
discussed the details of the permit. Ginger Stewart made a motion to approve the 
building permit for Leroy O’Bray. Randy Walker seconded the motion. The 
motion carried 5-0. The Mayor said about a year ago there had been a conversation 
about looking into having some headstones straightened up in the cemetery. There 
was a conversation about talking to the folks that do that kind of work. Daniel 
Schwindt made a motion for me to call Meierhoff/Cleeton and see about getting on 
their schedule, Ginger Stewart seconded the motion. The motion passed 5-0. 

Old Business: Mayor French said you all know that we had a pretty bad blizzard 
here and we do not have a generator for the pumphouse yet. He said he was glad 
that we did not lose power, or we would have been in a heck of a bind. He said 
that we really need to get something in place. There was a conversation between 
the Mayor and Council. Daniel Schwindt made a motion to get some estimates for 
a standby generator with everything else that it would entail, Chris Border 
seconded the motion. The motion passed 5-0. Mayor French said next, this is 
important too and we need to pull the trigger today. The siren has been down, it’s 
not even on the tower, it is sitting in the building next door. He said we need a 
siren! The Mayor explained that there was a siren company that reached out to us 
and we can reach out to another one too but we need to get the siren fixed or 
replaced. The Mayor and Council had a discussion about and decided to move 
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forward and reach out to the siren company and to call the county to see if they 
had any suggestions too. 

Mayor’s Discussion: Mayor French said that it had been a heck of a week with the 
blizzard, and the maintenance guy being out sick. He said there had been a lot of 
people stepping up to help the city out. There was a lengthy conversation about 
snow removal and what should be taken care of by the city and what shouldn’t be 
taken care of by the city. The Mayor said that the grader had to have work done to 
it before it could even be used. He said that he feels like that the equipment 
situation needed to be addressed before the next blizzard. Mayor French said this 
blizzard showed us a lot. There was another conversation about upgrading the 
equipment. Daniel Schwindt brought up the idea of compensation for the people 
that came in to help the city out while the city guy was sick. There was a 
discussion between the Council and Mayor. Mayor French said that since he was 
using his personal truck to help the city out that he felt like the bill should be sent 
to the city. There was a conversation about the City taking care of the bill to fix the 
Mayors truck. The Council agreed that the bill should come to the City. 

Clerks Update: Went out to the Cemetery so we could mark for the headstone 
placement. Called Hess and Son Salvage to pick up the full dumpster and drop an 
empty one. Then, called again to pick up and drop off. I called and talked to TCT 
about the phone down at the shop. They said they would send someone out to take 
a look at it. They did and now it is working. Dan Coup came over and brought a 
check from Donnie Hostetter. It is the grant money that Donnie wanted us to use to 
help take down the house at 114 E 2nd Avenue. Fred and I took the BOTA 
application over to the bank to get it notarized so I can take it up to the county. 
Fred and I went over to Larry and Terry’s to give him his appreciation for all he 
had done for the city gift. He seemed surprised and greatly appreciated it. Went up 
to the County to pay the property taxes on the properties that the city owns. 
Dropped off the building permits for the year and the BOTA for the new library 
property while I was there. Printed the violation letter from KDHE and folded 
them, then stuffed them in an envelope so they would be ready when we get the 
meter readings done. Emailed Kim Maguire at the Abilene Reflector about 
publishing the franchise fee ordinance that the council approved. 

Robin Moniz made a motion to adjourn the meeting, and Daniel Schwindt 
seconded the motion. The motion passed 5-0. 

 

___________________Fred French, Mayor 

 

Attested: 

 

___________________Joni Rikard, Clerk 
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