
1 Hope City Council Meeting July 8th, 2026 

 

Mayor Fred French started the July 8th, 2026, regular council meeting at 6:00pm 
and led the council in the pledge of allegiance. 

The Mayor asked me to do roll call, it showed the following present: Larry Ryff, 
Daniel Schwindt, Randy Walker, and James Andrew. Ginger Stewart arrived late. 

Previous Meeting Minutes: Mayor French said the next item of business is the 
minutes from the previous meeting. Larry Ryff made a motion to dispense with 
reading the minutes and approve the way they are written, Daniel Schwindt 
seconded the motion, and the motion passed 4-0. 

Appropriation Ordinance: The Mayor said next is appropriation ordinance #1178. 
Daniel Schwindt made a motion to approve appropriation ordinance #1178, James 
Andrew seconded the motion. The motion carried 4-0. 

Treasurer’s Report: Mayor French said next is the financial report with Heather 
Stackley. She said that she put the new CD in #16989. Heather said as she was 
talking to Larry she is concerned about the sewer account. It is continuing to get 
lower and lower. She said, I know we are looking into that and that makes her 
happy. Heather said other than that she didn’t see anything. There was a 
discussion about the maturing CD. Larry made a motion to roll over the CD 
#16740 to a new special 7-month CD at 3.6% or above, Daniel Schwindt 
seconded the motion, and the motion carried 4-0. James Andrew made a motion 
to approve the Financial Statement for June 1st through June 30th, 2026. Daniel 
Schwindt seconded the motion, and the motion passed 4-0.  

New Business: Mayor French asked if everyone had looked over the new sewer 
ordinance in the notebooks. There was a conversation about the new ordinance. 
Larry Ryff made a motion to approve the new ordinance that has a flat fee and a 
tapping fee. Daniel Schwindt seconded the motion, and the motion passed 4-0. 
The Mayor said he had a couple of things he wanted to talk about. He explained 
he wanted to talk about the trash service. He wanted the council’s opinions on 
what their thoughts were about the service as of late. There was a discussion 
between the Mayor and Council. The Council has asked me to get some 
information about other trash service options. The Mayor said next, he had talked 
with Billy Lininger and he had asked about putting his RV next to the alley 
behind his house. There was a conversation between the Council and Mayor. 
Randy Walker made a motion that Billy can park his RV behind his house but if 
there are any problems with the neighbors he will be asked to move it. It also 
must have a current tag and that it runs. James Andrew seconded the motion, and 
it passed 5-0. Mayor French said that down by the library that there is a tree that is 
in bad shape, and it needs to be taken down if nobody has a problem with it. Larry 
Ryff made a motion to call and talk to the neighbor on the north side of the library 
to let them know. Then call Todd Elliott to help take the tree down by the library 
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and Johnny will haul it off. Daniel Schwindt seconded the motion, and the motion 
passed 5-0. James Andrew said he was asked to find out about getting the banners 
that have fell down back up and that they need some extra trash cans at the 
ballfield and in the big park for Saturday for the farmer’s market. Johnny said that 
he would get ahold of Todd Elliott to get the banners back up and get some extra 
trash cans to the ballfield and the big park. Mayor French said last month Suni’s 
annual evaluation was due and so was Johnny’s, but he didn’t say anything. So, 
we need to do Johnny’s annual evaluation. Ginger Stewart made a motion to go 
into an executive session to discuss Johnny’s evaluation. Daniel Schwindt 
seconded the motion, and the motion passed 5-0. Daniel Schwindt made a motion 
to exit executive session. Larry Ryff seconded the motion, and it carried 5-0. 
Larry made a motion to give Johnny a $1.00 an hour increase. Ginger Stewart 
seconded the motion, and it passed 5-0.  

Old Business:  Mayor French asked if everyone had read the letter from Terry 
Hoskins attorney. There was a discussion between the Mayor and Council. James 
Andrew made a motion to remove the sign, and Ginger Stewart seconded the 
motion. The motion passed 5-0. The Mayor said next would be 2027 Budget 
Revenue Neutral Rate. Larry Ryff was talking about the budget, and how we go 
about figuring things out, he mentioned that the library submits their budget and 
then I entered it into the template. I explained that I did not receive a budget from 
the library this year, so I used his suggestion of 1.5% increase for the library’s 
budget this year. Larry Ryff made a motion to not exceed the revenue neutral rate 
for 2027 budget. Daniel Schwindt seconded the motion, and the motion passed 5-
0. 

Mayor’s Discussion: Mayor French said really quick he wants to talk about the 
empty lot on 2nd avenue. He explained that the owner was putting it on the market 
and selling it for $3500.00. There was a conversation between the Mayor and 
Council, and no action was taken. The Mayor said we would move on. 

Maintenance Report: Johnny said that he had a couple of things. He wanted to 
know if it would be alright to have Suni paint the picnic tables and trash cans. It 
was explained that it is under Johnny’s discretion to have Suni do different jobs 
that need to be done. Next Johnny explained that he would like to get a push 
mower to help out at the big park around the curb so that he doesn’t have to weed 
eat the whole curb. Daniel Schwindt made a motion to have Johnny buy a push 
mower. Larry Ryff seconded the motion, and the motion carried 5-0. 

Clerk’s Report: Put the lead and copper samples in a box, made a copy of the 
address information to put in the box and printed a label from UPS to send the 
samples back to KDHE. Took the water sample to Herington to the Disc’s 
Unlimited to drop off for pick-up. Printed the 2026 Consumer Confidence Report 
from KDHE, then Printed out customer address labels and put them on envelopes. 
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Then I folded the reports and put them into envelopes to send out per KDHE with 
this month’s water bill. Went through ordinances from the paperwork from last 
month’s meeting and started typing up a new ordinance for the sewer, per the 
conversation that the council had. I had Fred and Larry look it over after I finished 
it to see if there anything that needed added or changed. I texted Heather to see 
when she would be available to work on the budget worksheets. Then I let Fred 
and Larry know that Wednesday, June 24th at 9:30am would work for her to work 
on the numbers. They both said that June 24th would work for them. Heather ended 
up coming late but we got an estimate on the budget. Then I got out last year and 
the year before’s budget then put the information into the state template for the 
2027 years budget. I sent it up to the County Administration Office to look at it 

and it came in neutral. So, we will not exceed the revenue neutral rate. 😊 

Larry Ryff made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Randy Walker seconded the 
motion, and it passed 5-0. 

 

 

 

_________________________Fred French, Mayor 

 

 

Attested: 

 

 

 

_________________________Joni Rikard, City Clerk 

 

 

 


