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Mayor Fred French started the June 11th, 2025, regular council meeting at 

6:00pm and led the council in the pledge of allegiance. 

The Mayor asked me to do roll call, it showed the following present: Daniel 

Schwindt, Ginger Stewart, Randy Walker and Chris Border. Robin Moniz was 

absent. 

Previous Meeting Minutes: Mayor French said the next item of business is the 

minutes from the previous meeting. Daniel Schwindt made a motion to approve 

the previous minutes for May 14th, 2025. Randy Walker seconded the motion, and 

the motion passed 4-0. 

Old Business: The Mayor said he would have Pat go ahead so he didn’t have to sit 

here for two hours. Mayor French said that we had done a lot of checking into 

putting in an additional fire hydrant at the fire station. He said it isn’t as simple as 

just anyone can just dig it up and tie into the city’s main line. We wanted to give 

you all the information we can. He asked Pat to go ahead. Pat said that KDHE 

sent an email and KDHE requires that it be engineered to put in a hydrant. Pat had 

got a materials cost from Core & Main and it would be $8770.76. He said that it 

was just for the materials and did not include labor or the design from the 

engineering company that said it would be between $2,000.- $3,000. I said while I 

was talking to BG Engineering, Thaniel explained that after he spoke to KDHE it 

would be on the higher side of his estimate. Pat said that if the council decides to 

go ahead with putting in a fire hydrant they will be required to have a meter and 

an RPZ valve (backflow preventer) on the hydrant. That will let the City track the 

water loss like KDHE requires. Pat said it didn’t matter to him how it turns out. 

However, one thing will happen and that will be that they comply with what is 

required by KDHE. He said that he cares because he is the one with the license 

for the City of Hope and that is why he will make sure they comply with what 

KDHE requires. There was a lengthy conversation between the Mayor Council, 

Pat and Johnny. Pat went on, he said that there had been a water leak in town and 

that the City needs a good locator so that our utility lines can be located. He also 

said that the lagoons need riprap rock put around them, he said he didn’t know 

what that would cost but that needed to happen soon. He said that he had 

previously made a list of parts to have on hand that never got ordered. So, they 

fixed the leak with what was available but he needs to order parts so they will 

have what is needed to fix a water leak. Pat said something else that the City 

needs to spend some money on is, when they attempted to shut the valves off, 

because when they put in the valves they bore with sand and water that the sand is 

still down in there, he said with time it works its way up and then when you try to 

put the wrench on it you can’t. So, you will either go around with a generator to 
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run a shop vac and vacuum them or go to a company that rents a machine that is a 

hydrovac and clean them out. He said it is pretty hard to shut the water off 

without shutting half the town down when you can’t turn off the valves. Daniel 

Schwindt made a motion to offer to help the fire department to install 2” 

plumbing on the inside of the fire station so they would have an overhead fill. 

Ginger Stewart seconded the motion. The motion passed 4-0. Mayor French asked 

if there were any more questions for Pat, Ginger Stewart thanked him and said he 

had been very helpful. The Mayor thanked him and Pat left. Ginger Stewart made 

a motion to purchase a locator for the maintenance department. Daniel Schwindt 

seconded the motion, and it carried 4-0. 

Appropriation Ordinance: The Mayor said next is appropriation ordinance #1165. 

Daniel Schwindt made a motion to approve appropriation ordinance #1165, 

Ginger Stewart seconded the motion. The motion carried 4-0. 

Treasurers Report: Mayor French said that next is the treasures report. Daniel 

Schwindt said it looks like there are two CD’s that are maturing. I said that there 

is a rate sheet on the table for everyone. Chris Border made a motion to take CD’s 

#16115 and #16116 convert them into 7-month specials, Daniel Schwindt 

seconded the motion. The motion passed 4-0.  

New Business: Mayor French said now onto new business, he said that the library 

submitted their 2026 budget and that it went up $300.00. Ginger Stewart made a 

motion to approve the 2026  budget for the Hope Community Library. Daniel 

Schwindt seconded the motion, and the motion carried 4-0.  The Mayor said we 

have a building permit for Jonathan Sheppard. He said that he had gone by there 

and checked things out and it looked like it would be good, it would be a 16’X16’ 

so the fur babies can go out. Randy Walker made a motion to approve the permit. 

Ginger Stewart seconded the motion. The motion carried 4-0. 

Old Business: The Mayor explained that there had been a couple of people that 

had made some bids on the old grader. He said the Zac Feist offered $3500.00 and 

said he would come write a check tomorrow if the bid is accepted. Chris Border 

made a motion to accept Zac’s bid for the old grader, Randy Walker seconded the 

motion. The motion passed 4-0. 

Ginger Stewart asks about going into an executive session to discuss Johnny’s 

evaluation. Then Ginger Stewart made a motion to go into the executive session 

for Johnny’s annual evaluation. Daniel Schwindt seconded the motion. The 

motion carried 4-0. Ginger Stewart motioned to end executive session. Chris 

Border seconded the motion. The motion passed 4-0. Chris Border made a motion 
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to approve $1.50 wage increase plus 5 days of PTO time. Ginger Stewart 

seconded the motion, and the motion carried 4-0. Mayor French said to keep this 

in mind that Johnny is going to be needing a garage door for down at the shop. 

Daniel Schwindt made a motion to get some estimates for a garage door at the 

maintenance shop. Chris Border seconded the motion, and it passed 4-0. 

Daniel Schwindt said that he needed to say something else because someone had 

messaged him. He said he would feel bad if he didn’t say anything about it, like 

he wasn’t doing his job if someone asked him about it. He said it was about the 

fire department hydrant question. He said the comment is about a contractor from 

out of town, they don’t have a backflow. So why does the fire department have to 

have one. He said he was bringing this up on the fly because he would feel bad if 

someone said something and he didn’t address it. He said it sounds like they think 

they are being picked on. Daniel said his response would probably be because of 

KDHE and BG Engineering has a little bit to do with the alternatives. And the 

contractors that come through town don’t have the same alternatives. Mayor 

French explained that the contractor that came through town had a meter and a 

physical disconnect so they didn’t have to have a backflow preventer. Daniel said 

he thinks there might need to be a little more deliberation with the fire department 

because it is going on day to day. With the contractor we know when they will be 

here and can monitor the situation. Compared to what happens at the fire 

department whenever it gets used. He said he really didn’t have anything else to 

say he just wanted to address the message.  

Clerk’s Update: Attended the 2026 Municipal Budget Workshop. When the 
Sensus software was put on the new computer it also needed to be upgraded. Now, 
instead of a handheld we will use a tablet in its place. Preston showed me how to 
work the tablet and how to get it to read the route and I showed Johnny. Went to 
the KDHE website to check on the Consumer Confidence Report for last year. It 
was finally available. I printed copies of the report and started folding them. Then 
I made copies of the violation letter report and folded them. I printed labels, put 
them on the envelopes and then stuffed both copies in the addressed envelopes. Ed 
Burr with the Kansas Attorney’s General Office called and explained that they are 
investigating the asphalt crew that came through town. He asked if I get any 
additional information that he would like for me to contact him. Jon Koffman with 
Koffman Electric called to find out who would be plumbing the generator in and to 
make sure we had contacted Kansas Gas Service. I talked to Fred, and he was 
planning to have Hope Plumbing plumb the gas line to the generator. Contacted 
Shilling Construction to see if they had any asphalt millings available that the City 
would be able to purchase. They had some available and willing to sell.  
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Chris Border made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Ginger Stewart seconded the 
motion. The motion passed 4-0. 

 

 

____________________Fred French, Mayor 

 

 

Attested: 

 

 

 

____________________Joni Rikard, Clerk 

 

 


