
1 Hope City Council Meeting May 13th, 2026 

 

Mayor Fred French started the May 13th, 2026, regular council meeting at 
6:00pm and led the council in the pledge of allegiance. 

The Mayor asked me to do roll call, it showed the following present: Ginger 
Stewart, Randy Walker, and James Andrew. Larry Ryff and Daniel Schwindt 
were absent. 

Previous Meeting Minutes: Mayor French said the next item of business is the 
minutes from the previous meeting. Randy Walker made a motion to approve 
the meeting minutes from last month, James Andrew seconded the motion, and 
the motion passed 3-0. 

Appropriation Ordinance: The Mayor said next is appropriation ordinance #1176. 
Ginger Stewart made a motion to approve appropriation ordinance #1176, Randy 
Walker seconded the motion. The motion carried 3-0. 

Treasurer’s Report: Mayor French said next is the financial report. James Andrew 
made a motion to approve the Financial Statement for April 1st through April 
30th, 2026. Randy Walker seconded the motion, and the motion passed 3-0.  

New Business: Mayor French said next was a K-DOT Resolution. I explained that 
Keith Hubler with K-DOT had come down to visit with me about the K-DOT 
resolution and said that the last one was from 1978 and it was time to renew. He 
had attached the one from 1978 along with the new one so that we could compare 
the two documents. There was a conversation among the council. James Andrew 
motioned to table the resolution until next month so everyone could look it over. 
Ginger Stewart seconded the motion, and it carried 3-0. The Mayor said we do 
have a minimum housing code in effect since 2017 to help us to deal with the 
problems we talked about at the last meeting. There was a discussion about article 
four: Minimum Housing Code. It was pointed out that all it would take would be 
five people to write a petition about the conditions and we could take some action. 
The Mayor said that we are planning on sending out a letter to the people that 
need to take care of the problems. Mayor French said that the nice bathrooms in 
the big park are being used by the people that do not have running water or a 
working bathroom. There was a conversation about what was the best way to stop 
them from misusing the bathrooms. There was a suggestion to lock the doors, buy 
a lock box or put on a timer to unlock at a certain time. James Andrew made a 
motion to look into getting something to fix the problem at the bathrooms in the 
park. Randy Walker seconded the motion, and the motion passed 3-0. 

Old Business:  Mayor French said next is the city map estimates. There is one 
from Kansas Rural Water Association and the other one is from BG Consultants. 
Ginger Stewart asked about the overgrown yards, and if we were going to wait 
until that issue came up. Mayor French said he thinks it’s best to continue to let 
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Pat mow the overgrown yards, so that the city’s new mower doesn’t get torn up. 
He said that it is a really nice mower. Mayor French asked Johnny about getting a 
map book for the truck. There was a discussion between the Mayor, Johnny and 
the Council. Johnny Said that there was lots of extra stuff on the Kansas Rural 
Water estimate that isn’t on the BG Consultants.  James Andrew made a motion 
to have BG Consultants make us some new maps. Ginger Stewart seconded the 
motion, the motion passed 3-0. The Mayor said next is the sewer information. 
Ginger Stewart made a motion to table the sewer topic, and James Andrew 
seconded the motion. It carried 3-0. The Mayor asked me to tell them about the 
letter of intent that I sent to Pattersons Family Foundation. I explained that I made 
a copy of all the pages from the template with the answers that were added. They 
sent an email to me once I submitted the letter to let me know they had received 
the letter. The email explained that they would let us know if we get to move to 
the next level and then we will fill out a full application. It also said even if we fill 
out the full application it does not guarantee that we will get a grant.  

Maintenance Report: Mayor French asked Johnny if he had anything. Johnny said 
that he was planning on putting the banners up this week with Todd.  

Clerk’s Update: I received an email from Daniel with some very articulate answers 
to some of the questions asked in the letter of intent from the Patterson Family 
Foundation portal. I made a login account on the website and started to enter the 
information that Daniel sent. There were limits on characters so, I ended up having 
to edit some of the answers but put in as much as I could. Once I got to the 
financial part of the letter, I started looking through the playground equipment 
catalogs. I went to two of the websites to checked into the pricing. I figured out I 
needed to reach out to them to get the cost of delivery as well as the surfacing and 
labor cost. I sent an email to Burke and GameTime. I received a response from 
Burke Playground. They emailed me several different options and the cost for each 
one so that I could continue working on the information for the Patterson Family 
Foundation Grant letter of intent. I entered the rest of the information and 
submitted the letter of intent. I finally was able to contact Jadon Orebaugh about 
coming to re-sign the deed work on the property that we purchased from him and 
his wife. So, they both came over and signed the deed work. Then I took it up to 
the register of deeds and had it re-recorded. Then I emailed it to Security 1st Title 
company in Abilene so we could move forward with the folks buying the lot. 

Randy Walker made a motion to adjourn the meeting. James Andrew seconded the 
motion, and the motion carried 3-0. 
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