
1 Hope City Council Meeting May 14th, 2025 

 

Mayor Fred French started the May 14th, 2025, regular council meeting at 

6:00pm and led the council in the pledge of allegiance. 

The Mayor asked me to do roll call, it showed the following present: Daniel 

Schwindt, Robin Moniz, Ginger Stewart, Randy Walker and Chris Border. 

Mayor French said that he would let Chad Lorson go ahead so he didn’t have to 

sit here for two hours.  Chad Lorson said he would start off by, back when the 

whole City water project was being introduced, engineered, set-up everything 

they were doing. They came to the city and invited him to come to the meeting. 

Chad said they asked if there was anything he wanted, anything special or needs. 

He said that he wanted a fire hydrant sitting right by the fire station. Chad said 

they said they would engineer that in, no problem. They came by with the final 

plan, he noticed that said fire hydrant was not in the plan. Chad asked why, and 

they said they forgot about it. Chad said let’s stick that in there, they said too late. 

It will take X amount of dollars to engineer for that line to put the fire hydrant in. 

Chad said that’s crazy why the project hasn’t started yet, let’s engineer that in 

there. Chad explained Larry said that they would go with the way it had been 

engineered, we are not paying the extra money to have them do it, and the city 

would do it after everything was done. Chad said he agreed that the city had the 

means of doing it. Chad went on, he said to this day, his fire hydrant still has not 

been put in that he was promised. Chad said that he was asking the city council to 

install said fire hydrant next to his fire station. He then corrected his statement 

and said next to Dickinson County Fire District #2 fire station. Mayor French 

asked who had promised that. Chad replied that the Mayor at the time Larry Ryff. 

The Mayor said that something like that isn’t budgeted for this year. He said he 

was surprised it wasn’t brought up over the last four years. Chad said he had been 

patiently waiting. There was a lengthy conversation between the Mayor, Council, 

Chad, and visitors. Daniel Schwindt made a motion to develop a plan and get an 

estimate to put in a hydrant by the fire station and confirm if it needs a backflow 

preventor on it. Ginger Stewart seconded the motion, and the motion carried 5-0. 

Mayor French asked if there were any other questions or comments on the topic. 

Chad Lorson said next time it rains, he is planning to test the hydrants in town. He 

said he would be doing a flow test from Main Street West. He said he wanted the 

tower tip-top full as possible on that day. I asked what day it would be. Chad said 

the next time it rains. Chad said the day before he would let Johnny know. The 

Mayor said a couple days’ notice would be nice Chad, he said we don’t know 

what Johnny might be doing. Chad agreed.   

Previous Meeting Minutes: Mayor French said the next item of business is the 

minutes from the previous meeting. Daniel Schwindt made a motion to approve 
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the previous minutes for April 9th, 2025. Randy Walker seconded the motion, and 

the motion passed 5-0. 

Appropriation Ordinance: The Mayor said next is appropriation ordinance #1164. 

Robin Moniz made a motion to approve appropriation ordinance #1164, Randy 

Walker seconded the motion. The motion carried 5-0. 

Treasurers Report: Mayor French said that next is the treasures report. Robin 

Moniz asked if there was a CD maturing. I said yes and that I would go get the 

rate sheets that I forgot to put on the table. Robin Moniz made a motion for 

certificate # 16081 to be rolled into a 7-month special. Chris Border seconded the 

motion. The motion carried 5-0. Daniel Schwindt made a motion to approve the 

Financial Statement for April 2025, Chris Border seconded the motion. The 

motion passed 5-0. 

New Business: Mayor French said that Chad had already had his say. He then 

asked if the Council had read the resolution. I explained that the resolution comes 

from the county and that Chancey Smith had sent it out. Robin Moniz made a 

motion to adopt resolution 25-001, Daniel Schwindt seconded the motion. The 

motion passed 5-0. Ginger Stewart said that she had old new business to mention. 

She said that she had a few people approach her about the fence at 127 N Main 

Street. The Mayor said that we could bring it up. He said if you look at the 

building permit it is put up the exact way it is drawn out on the permit and the 

Council approved it. Daniel Schwindt asked what the objection was. Chad Lorson 

said because it is blocking a public sidewalk. The Mayor said as far as he is 

concerned it has been approved and is going to stand! Mayor French said next is 

the maintenance and clerk’s update. Ginger Stewart asked if Johnny was planning 

to come to more meetings. The Mayor said that he thinks Johnny should start 

coming to more meetings. He asked what I had for updates. Then he said Daniel 

had been working on playground stuff. Daniel Schwindt said so, you all had a 

bunch of options that you looked at. He said he was told that Enterprise had 

gotten a grant and was able to have a much larger project. He said he called and 

asked her a bunch of questions. Daniel said he is hoping to be able to get more out 

of the city’s money by getting a grant. He said it took longer than he thought to 

get ahold of her at Enterprise, and he is planning to reach out to NCRPC. Daniel 

said he didn’t have anything real solid for you, but if you are ok with it, he will 

just keep pursuing it. The Mayor said to keep pursuing it.  

Clerks Update: Logged into the US Department of Treasury to submit the final 

report for the ARPA funds received during the covid pandemic. I talked to Daniel 

Schwindt about the playground equipment and Bobcat attachments. We discussed 
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that there are possible grant monies to help with the playground equipment. I 

emailed Network Computer Solutions about the computer quote and let them 

know that it was approved. They emailed me back to set up a time to set up the 

new computer. Called the League of Kansas Municipalities and talked to Nicole to 

make sure to get the virtual meeting link to Robin Moniz. Charlie Rains came into 

the office and asked the Mayor and me if we were doing asphalt work. We told 

Charlie that we were not doing asphalt work yet. Charlie said that there had been a 

crew that was in town doing asphalt work saying it was left over from the city. 

After that the Mayor talked to Robin Moniz and found out that the asphalt crew 

was not on the up and up. There has been an investigation started by the Dickinson 

County Sheriff’s department. Adrienne Bassett came into the office and signed a 

contract with the City for the property at 310 S Poplar. 😊 Mayor French asked 

Robin Moniz about the Green River Ordinance sign. Robin said that it needs to be 

at each end of town. 

Daniel Schwindt made a motion to adjourn, Chris Border seconded the motion. 

The motion passed 5-0. 
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