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| Hope City Council Meeting September 10th, 2025

Mayor Fred French started the September 10th, 2025, regular council meeting at
6:00pm and led the council in the pledge of allegiance.

The Mayor asked me to do roll call, it showed the following present: Robin
Moniz, Ginger Stewart, Randy Walker and Chris Border. Daniel Schwindt turned
in his resignation. Ginger Stewart made a motion to accept Daniel Schwindt’s
resignation. Randy Walker seconded the motion. The motion passed 4-0.

Before opening the RNR Hearing the Mayor read the rules for public comments.
He explained that there would not be a back and forth between the Council and
the public. | explained how to calculate the dollar amount with the increase to the
RNR. At 6:15pm the Mayor said next, he would like to open the Revenue Neutral
Rate (RNR) Hearing. He then asked if anyone had any comments. There were 5
residents that had comments, afterwards the Mayor made sure there were no more
comments and the RNR Hearing was closed. Randy Walker made a motion to
adopt resolution 25-002, Ginger Stewart seconded the motion. The roll call vote
was Randy Walker — yes, Robin Moniz — No, Ginger Stewart — yes, and Chris
Border — No. Because it was a tie vote, the Mayor Fred French broke the tie and
voted — yes. The resolution passed 3-2. Next the Mayor opened the hearing for
the 2026 budget. Mayor French asked for comments several times and there were
none. The hearing was closed. Randy Walker made a motion to adopt the 2026
budget. Ginger Stewart seconded the motion, the motion passed 4-0.

Previous Meeting Minutes: Mayor French said the next item of business is the
minutes from the previous meeting. Robin Moniz was concerned that the open
meeting act had been violated at the last month’s meeting. It was explained that
because there was no quorum Danielle Andrew did talk and explained what her
requests were and what all was going on for the 25" Heritage Festival but there
were no motions made. Then Chris Border said that the minutes from August
14" needed to be corrected, he said that he had abstained from the vote to allow
Robin Moniz to go to a League Conference. | explained that according to the
Governing Handbook from the League it says a vote to abstain go to the
majority of the vote. | looked it up and showed both Chris Border and Robin
Moniz. Ginger Stewart made a motion to accept the council minutes for August
13" & 14™, 2025. Randy Walker seconded the motion, and the motion passed 4-
0.

Appropriation Ordinance: The Mayor said next is appropriation ordinance #1167.
Robin Moniz said she had another question about why the city hires out mowing
when there are two employees. There was a conversation about the condition of
the yards that are overgrown and that it could damage the city’s mowers and how
long it would take to fix the mower and get it back to mow other city properties.
There was a suggestion that the extra mowing be put out for bid. Ginger Stewart
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made a motion to approve the appropriation ordinance #1168, Randy Walker
seconded the motion. The motion carried 4-0.

New Business: Mayor French said next is a contract with Mayer Sewer Cleaning
Company. | explained that they do a third of the town at a time. So, it is a three-
year contract and after the third year we normally lay off a year. Robin Moniz
asked about looking to see if there were any other sewer cleaning companies.
Ginger Stewart made a motion to table the contract until next month’s meeting to
allow time to see if there are any other sewer cleaning companies. Robin Moniz
seconded the motion. The motion carried 4-0 Mayor French said that we had
some good news about the tower controls. He explained that for the last two
weeks that the controls were not communicating from the pumphouse to the tower
and that Johnny had been having to babysit and manually turning the pumps on
and off to make sure the tower stayed full. We finally got ahold of Comm-Tronix,
they came out and fixed the problem today. They also sent a quote on what it
would cost to upgrade our existing controls for $3,500.00. It would allow us to
know what pump is running and if the tower is full or empty from your phone.
Ginger Stewart made a motion to approve the installation to upgrade the existing
system and subscription of $299.40 per year, Randy Walker seconded the motion.
The motion passed 4-0.

Maintenance Report: The Mayor said ok Pat back to your valve boxes. Pat
explained that we have 93 valves and someone was going to turn 33 valves every
year. You have to move them all the way down and all the way out and count the
turns and record it. This should have been being done for the last 3-6 years
according to Marsha. We will need to clean the valves. Pat said that Evergy needs
to be called about the pole leaning in the lagoon fence. He explained that when
they went to the wastewater class in Topeka that they talked about cleaning the
sewer ponds. He said he wasn’t sure about the cost but, they actually came up
with some way to dig a pit and put the sludge from the ponds in it to be processed
and dried. He said he thought this might be an option for the city. Pat explained
that Herington was still doing a burn down. So, they want us to do the TTHM
samples late in the month. Pat said he planned to contact Greg Metz with KRWA
to have him help get the valve program started and help with cleaning them out.

Robin Moniz made a motion to adopt a policy with the council’s approval. Other
than the normal monthly bills, the council sees the invoices and signs off of them
and then they get paid. There was a conversation about the policy. Chris Border
made a motion to table to topic until there is more clarification on the specific
expenditure. Ginger Stewart seconded the motion, and it carried 4-0. Robin
Moniz said she wanted to know about the signage that is to go between her
brother’s property and Youtsey’s. The Mayor said that it is on the counter and
being worked on. Chris Border said he would like to get back to the valve
cleaning that Pat had brought up. He said that Pat said previous city employees
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did not follow through with. Chris Border said he would like to make sure that the
program is documented and in place. Mayor French said it has to be because it is
the state that is requiring it. Chris Border said that he thinks an official procedure
should be put in place for the current city employees and they are aware of and
know what needs to be done. Chris Border said he wants to make sure we are
dotting our I’s and crossing our T’s.

Clerks Update: Mayor French asked for me to do the clerk’s update. Sent an email
to Marsha Flemming with KDHE about the next steps to take for making a valve
exercise program. Printed off the template for information needed for the valve
exercise program. Made signs for the County coming for the chip and seal project.
I received a call from Mark from the County about pushing the date back because
of the rain. Changed the digital sign. Called Jerry Davis the Dickinson County
Sheriff to remind him about the Heritage Festival and needing assistance with the
car show and parade. Called Evergy about the temporary meter for the Heritage
Festival needing to be turned on. I received an email from Jennifer Gaytan with
the template for the special assessments. Gathered the information and submitted
the special assessments. Talked to Fred and Johnny about the water issue. Called
Sargent Drilling about the controls in the pumphouse. I called the Leah Hern at the
County Treasurers Office about the Sheriff’s sale they had and asked about the
property that was sold at 106 E Second Avenue. She explained that the property
had been sold and said that the special assessment that had been put on the
property in 2023 would need to be put on the property with a lien now. Robin
Moniz asked if the meeting could be posted on the digital sign. I said sure.

Robin Moniz made a motion to adjourn the meeting; Ginger Stewart seconded the
motion. The motion passed 4-0.

Fred French, Mayor

Attested:

Joni Rikard, Clerk




